Hawaiian Music's Next Generation Biographies

Keoki Kahumoku

Hawaii Music Award nominated Keoki Kahumoku has been performing Hawaiian slack key guitar for over a
decade. With three albums to date, one with father George and two with Herb Ohta, Jr., Kahumoku is nicely filling
into his father's big shoes. Honolulu Star-Bulletin music reviewer John Berger said "Kahumoku is instantly notable
as a natural vocalist in the old-style," and that "Hawaiian traditionalists have cause to celebrate," in his take on one
of Kahumoku's and Ohta's albums - "Hawaiian from the Heart." Born in San Francisco and raised on the Big Island
of Hawai'i (where he now lives), the 33-year-old Kahumoku raises livestock and teaches guitar and ukulele to
children. He also just released a DVD on slack key guitar.

Herb Ohta, Jr.

Four-time Na Hoku Hanohano Award nominee and two-time Hawai'i Music Award winner Herb Ohta, Jr. has played
the 'ukulele for almost 30 years from the tender age of three, first instructed by his father, Ohta-san. Wayne Harada,
entertainment editor of The Honolulu Advertiser said that Ohta was "destined to become a master of the ukulele."
Ohta's career already includes more than 20 recordings and over two decades of teaching 'ukulele to students in
Hawaii and Japan. Ohta's style is reminiscent of his father, but distinct and recognizable as his very own, reflecting
the inspirations of 'ukulele virtuosos Eddie Kamae, Ohta-San, and slack-key guitar great Ledward Kaapana. Solidly
established in the company of musicians who promote the 'ukulele in the music landscape today, Ohta grew up in
Honolulu, where he continues to teach six days a week while also finding time to compose and entertain at functions
and events.

Patrick Landeza

Musician, songwriter, producer, educator and creator of the tour, Patrick Landeza is considered to be a leading
performer of Hawaiian slack key guitar, or ki ho'alu, one of the world's great acoustic guitar traditions. In a career
that includes having his original composition featured on a Miss Universe Pageant television special, becoming the
first slack key artist to perform the national anthem at a Major League Baseball game, fronting shows for legendary
Hawaiian musicians Israel "Bruddah [z" Kamakawiwo'ole, Keali'i Reichel and HAPA, and cutting two albums, it's
no wonder that Jim Harrington of the Oakland Tribune noted that "Patrick Landeza's mastery of Hawaiian slack key
guitar" keeps him in heavy demand. Although a slack key artist for more than a decade,

ki ho'alu has been more of a passion than a profession for Patrick, a former middle school vice-principal. Now, at 30,
Patrick tours the country regularly with other slack key artists, such as Cyril Pahinui, and teaches ki ho'alu through
workshops and private lessons. He also recently released a slack key instructional DVD .

David Kamakahi

At only 22, David Kamakahi has already become notable in the field of Hawaiian music, having been a featured
artist and vocalist on four albums. His unique approach to classical interpretations of songs on the ukulele reveals a
progressive music direction, showcased in his concerts with his father throughout the U.S. and Japan. Born in
Honolulu, Kamakahi also has a passion for martial arts, holding a first degree black belt in karate and winning two
gold medals from national karate championship tournaments. The Star-Bulletin's Berger called "Hui Aloha" -
Kamakahi's first album with his father and George Kuo and Martin Pahinui - "excellent" and saying "David
Kamakabhi has already proven himself."

David's father, Dennis Kamakabhi, is one of Hawai'i1's most gifted musicians and songwriters, firmly committed to
the ki hoalu (slack key) tradition. Twice nominated for a Na Hoku Hanohano award, the senior Kamakahi
established his place in Hawaiian music history by joining The Sons of Hawaii in 1973, being asked by Eddie
Kamae to fill the slack key spot vacated by legend Gabby Pahinui. More than any other group, The Sons of Hawaii
pointed the way to subsequent generations of slack key players. Kamakahi has also been an ordained minister since
1977 with the Ka Leo Mana O Ke Akua Mission.



